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worth which prefaces the  " New Guide."
Both books have long lists of words, pro-
ceeding from the simplest  combination to
words of five syllables, and even in Dilworth
to proper names of six syllables, containing
such retired words as Abelbethmaacah ; but
in Webster these lists proceed upon a regu-
lar gradation of pronunciation, while in Dil-
worth they follow such confusing and arbi-
trary order as is indicated by the heading,
" Words of five, six, etc., letters, viz.: two
vowels and the rest consonants; the latter
vowel serving only to lengthen the sound
of the former, except where it is otherwise
marked," which is nearly as luminous as a
direction in knitting.  Each offers illustrated
fables as reading lessons, and shorter sen-
tences are provided for first lessons in read-
ing.    In Dilworth these are, without ex-
ception, taken from the Psalms, or made up
to order to look like apocryphal psalms; in
Webster there is a suggestive divergence,
for while, as in Dilworth, the first sentence
is, " No man may put off the law of God,"
it takes a very few pages for the child to
reach the very practical passage, "As for
those boys and girls that mind not their